Germany's Ultimatum
whether France would remain neutral in a German-
Russian war.(2)
The German Chancellor himself admitted that he had
no illusions about the inevitable failure of such a com-
munication; but he nevertheless thought it a good policy
to provide even for impossibilities;, so that in case the
French Government should after all say "Yes/' Herr
von Schoen was to "demand the handing over of the
fortresses of Toul and Verdun as a pledge of its neutrality/'
to be occupied by the German army and handed back
to France at the end of Germany's war with Russia. The
French reply to this demand was to be given by four
o'clock in the afternoon of August 1st at latest.
Herr von Schoen condemned this communication as
"the grossest of blunders,," and due to a "complete mis-
understanding of (French) national sentiment."(3) But
the Wilhelmstrasse and the German General Staff were
perfectly aware of France's pacific intentions; and in
making such a demand they intended to compel her to
enter the war: nor for that matter did Herr von Schoen
require to address his communication to the French
Minister for Foreign Affairs, for faced with this proposal
for French neutrality,, Viviani simply replied that "France
will act as her interests dictate."(4)
Since the German General Staff was in command,
declarations of war were now to follow one another swiftly;
and they were all of Berlin's own initiation.
The Declaration of War on Russia (Augwt 1st)
On August ist at about seven o'clock in the evening
Pourtales called upon Sazonov, who informed him that
Russia must refuse to suspend mobilization; the German